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WELCOME

Are you the sort of person who likes to be
prepared, or do you prefer to take life as it comes?
Are you prepared for Christmas? What does that
mean for you?

WORSHIP

As we begin the season of Advent, looking forward
to celebrating the birth of Jesus, we also look
forward to the fulfilment of his promise to return in
glory.

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, 1 Corinthians
15:51-52, 58

Sing: The Splendour of the King,
O Lord my God when | in awesome
wonder

WORD

Read Matthew 24:36-44.

How much of a reality is Jesus’ return to us? What
things are we deeply involved with now that would
not matter at all if we knew the date of his return
was tomorrow? Why does his return so easily fade
from our consciousness?

This reading ends with the words ‘Be ready’. How
can we be ready for Jesus’ return when we do not
know the day or the hour? What can we do to be
prepared?

There is some good advice in Romans 13:8-12.

WITNESS

Get a list of the Christmas services that are being
arranged. Talk about which of those neighbours,
friends, colleagues and family would be most open
to attend. Who could you invite? Pray for them.
Pray for one another that we will not lose our focus
on celebrating the birth of Jesus!
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