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We all have our own stories of how we came to faith and I wonder who it is that helped to
shape yours? When you think back, it may be that you made a commitment at an event
like the one I attended, maybe on an Alpha course, or it may have been more gradual. But
inevitably there may well have been many people that encouraged and prayed for you
along the way.

Staff team (0161 430 4652)
Jan Anthony—Administrator
(Wednesday - Friday)
office@stchadsromiley.co.uk
Jill Hookway—Operations
(Monday - Thursday)
jill@stchadsromiley.co.uk
0161 430 4652
Ian Otto—Facilities
(Part time)
Via 0161 430 4652
Elle Bird—Kids & Youth
(Monday - Thursday)
elle@stchadsromiley.co.uk
0161 430 4652
Jamie Pritchard—Worship
(Tuesday - Thursday)
jamie@stchadsromiley.co.uk
0161 430 4652
Beth Pritchard—Prayer/creative
(Monday-Thursday)
beth@stchadsromiley.co.uk
0161 430 4652
More information & sermons
available at our website:
www.stchadsromiley.co.uk
St Chad’s Romiley

I still vividly remember sitting in a large tent in the middle of a field, Peterborough, August
1998, in a moment that would profoundly shape the rest of my life. It was in that moment
that the call came out to repeat the words of a prayer. It was in that moment that I
committed my life to Christ.

Sharing our faith is a fundamental aspect of what it is to be a Christian and we all get to
play our part in encouraging and praying for others in their journey to faith. Jesus said the
greatest commandment is to love God first and then to love others, yet I would suggest
the greatest way we can love others is to support them in finding the love that God has
for them. When we think of sharing faith with the aim of others coming to experience and
receive the wholeness of love and grace of God, then the great commission takes on a
whole new meaning. It becomes less about something we do and more about joining in
with what God is already doing in bringing about His Kingdom here and now.
Over the years there have been many times when I have felt guilty about not sharing my
faith. And yet many times I have often not done so out of fear of what may happen to the
friendship if I suddenly try to introduce Jesus into the conversation. What I have come to
realise is that our lives are a living testimony to Jesus whereby faith is implicitly being
shared on a continual basis. The challenge is how to take it to the next step, to share our
faith explicitly, but in a way that we don’t need to be afraid or uncertain, instead acting
out of love.
In Luke chapter 10, when Jesus sent out the 72, He talked about finding people of peace. I
think people of peace can often be those we know who lean in to find out more. For
example, mentioning that there is a ‘pub type quiz’ on at church, there will be some that
‘lean out’ of the conversation and the conversation naturally moves on to a different
topic. However, there will be some that ‘lean in’ and want to find out more. These people
that lean are those people of peace who are perfectly placed for us to share more.
This is where an invite to Alpha or the Big Quiz becomes so fruitful. When somebody we
know leans in to find out more, we are perfectly placed to offer an invite to Alpha in a non
-threatening way. If they lean out at any point then the conversation can naturally move
on, but…if they lean in further and respond to the invite, then they may be about to
embark upon a journey of discovery whereby their whole lives may be changed and they
may come to know Gods love for them through Jesus.
Our challenge is to find those people of peace who are ready for an invitation - and ready
to respond.
Alpha starts on the 3rd October and our prayer is that as each member of the Church
engages in conversations in the coming weeks with those friends, colleagues and family
members who do not yet know Jesus, that there would be would be people of peace that
lean in, wanting to know more and respond to an invitation. And so in the coming weeks
please feel encouraged and bold in finding the people of peace in your life.

@StChadsRomiley
stchadsromiley

And if you don’t yet know Jesus but you know you’re leaning in, talk to me – I’d love to
journey with you. We can form a quiz team for our quiz on September 26 th and share our
autumn Wednesday evenings together at Alpha!
Will

Chads News
Page 2

If you’re reading this on
or before SUNDAY 16th,
why not come along to
the Guywood Centre for
our next Radiant—a
relaxed time of
contemporary worship
where we wait on the
Lord, enjoying His
presence.
Led by Jamie and Beth
Pritchard

Bassenfell Nov 9th-11th 2018
We have just four rooms left for this
weekend in the Lake District, which
promises to be a fantastic time.
Talk to Rachel Stephens or Jill
Hookway for more info!
Church family funeral
We are sad to inform you of the
death this week of John
Thistlethwaite. John’s funeral will
take place in church on Thursday
September 20th at 1.30pm.

Dates for your diary
In November, we are joining in with
2 Prayer Gatherings in our
region. More details will follow but
please put these in your diary now.
Thurs 22nd November 7.30pm
Greater Manchester Prayer Gathering - Christians from Churches
& The Message Trust from all over our city, for our city - At
Audacious Church.
Friday 23rd November 7.30pm
Chester Diocese Evangelical Fellowship, hosting Release
International - Archbishop Ben Kwashi from Nigeria, will be
leading an evening of prayer for the Persecuted Church at St
Mary’s Cheadle.

13.11.18
£17 per ticket

Cathedral Houae, Huddersfield £25 incl lunch
Book via www.new-wine..org

Liverpool Cathedral Book via new-wine.org
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Harvest
Sunday September 30th
We will be celebrating Harvest at both our
morning services on Sunday September
30th when we will be collecting items to go
to St Marks Foodbank and The Wellspring as
part of our worship.
Items invited this year:
Tinned meat (sandwiches)
Tinned meat (to be heated)
Tinned soups
Tinned potatoes
Tinned fruit
Coffee (instant)
Shower gel
Liquid soap
Shaving foam
Roll-on deodorants

The EE team are in need of the
following items. Drop them into
the Lifecentre please!
cotton wool/sleep suits (0-3m)
Moses basket sheets
rattles/soft first toys
Also hand knitted/crocheted crib
blankets and 1st size hats/cardies
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Prayer at St Chad’s


As we begin a new term and
new academic year, pray that
we will have eyes to see the
new things God is doing in
our lives and the courage to
step into them.



Pray for those whose
children have started school/
nursery for the first time this
term, that the children will
settle in, the parents will
have peace sending them in
and they will know God with
them at home or at school.



Pray for our local teachers as
they begin a new term with a
new class. That God’s
presence will be so tangible
in every aspect of their days.



Pray for Syria as Fighting
continues and people are still
being killed on a daily basis.
Pray that all involved - rebel
groups, Syrian Government
and army, foreign
governments who send
troops to Syria - will work
towards peace and
reconciliation.



Pray for New wine as this
months mission partners,
pray for them as they work
throughout the year to see
local churches change this
nation!
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Want to get in on the action?
We need helpers for the quiz and for Alpha
each week to set up and clear down venues
and to serve food and drinks and wash up.
Talk to Will to find out more.
Making a meal for Alpha
We’re inviting people to make a main course
or pudding to be served at Alpha. You only
need to do 1 week! If you have cooking
skills and would like to be involved, talk
to Will.

