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Father’s Day 

This Sunday is Father’s Day, a day of celebration of all that is good about Dads and 
Fathering, and there is so much good to celebrate.  In the very core of how God 
has created the universe, he installed Fathering and it’s good to enjoy it. 

God is a Father; the earthly model of Fathers and children is an expression of 
God’s very nature.  So, what is ‘Fathering’ all about?  What is in God’s nature as a 
Father? 

The first thing a Father gives is life.  Fathers combine with Mothers, to bring life 
into the world.  New things start, creation happens through that intimacy and 
connection.  God is a creator and brings new life, new opportunities, new hope, 
new creativity and love into the world.  One of the joys of my job is baptising 
babies and being able to celebrate their new life by praying and prophesying over 
them publicly.  In that moment, as we celebrate new life, we have that deep 
parental love which sees the very best of a child’s life, with hope and potential. 

Fathers carry on giving life.  Yes, in simple ways like money, food, shelter and 
being a taxi service for many years.  But in other ways too, God designed wisdom 
to be passed down from parent to child, Fathers are teachers and trainers, they 
have something to offer their children in how to live well and be a blessing to 
others.  Also, they give life through words that build up and affirm.  Words of 
encouragement from a Father go deeper into us that from anyone else, we are 
designed by God to long for them and our security is established from them.   

Historically, Fathers also give their children their name, (I would hope that usually 
happens in partnership with Mums!).  Nells and I had great fun going through lists 
in a ‘Name your baby’ book and discussing which names we liked (& which would 
freak older relatives out the most!)  Symbolically, this is more than just choosing a 
nice name. In the Bible, a ‘name’, is much more than a title someone carries 
through life, it is their identity, the way they relate, live, work, their character.  
Fathers give names, by knowing and loving their children enough to see who they 
are early in life, and encourage and speaking that out loud, to help us in our own 
self -awareness. 

Finally though, we need to acknowledge the pain which Father’s Day brings.  My 
own dad died suddenly 17 years ago, I dreamt about this again last night. It was a 
joyful fleeting glimpse in my dream.  I woke up feeling both peace from being 
loved and grief at Dad’s absence in our life now.  Because Fathering is so core to 
who we are and how God created the world, when that relationship is broken, or 
when we haven’t experienced unconditional love from fathers, then we carry 
deep wounds, which only God the Father can heal.  In my own life, the painful 
grief of losing my Dad, has led to wonderful healing through knowing God more 
deeply as Father.  I pray that this Father’s Day, all of us might get a fresh glimpse 
of God’s goodness and love for us, to deepen our trust and security that we are 
loved. 

 

Richard 
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Prayer at St Chad’s 

 Thank God for the beautiful 
weather we’ve been having 
and how it’s been such a joy 
and a blessing to so many! 

 
 As we approach June 21st, 

the longest day of sunlight in 
the year, pray that God’s 
light will be made clear to 
whole world, "for from him 
and through him and for him 
are all things". 

 
 Pray for those who work in 

industry, for new jobs and 
opportunities to develop. 

 
 As the war intensifies in 

Syria, Open Doors has 
launched an appeal to raise 
funds for local churches to 
support those needing relief 
aid and livelihood support. 
Pray for the generosity of 
God’s people worldwide to 
provide for his church there. 
A recent increase in the 
violence is making the work 
more difficult and dangerous. 
Pray for stamina and 
protection for Christians. 

 
 Continue to pray  for 

Christian organisations and 
all  who serve  in war-torn, 
dangerous areas of the 
world. 

 
 One year on, pray for those 

who continue to grieve for 
lives lost in the MEN arena 
terror attack and in the 
Grenfell Tower fire. 

 
 We’re almost at the half way 

point in our year of prayer. 
How are you getting on with 
prayer-walking Romiley? 
Take time again this week to 
walk and pray, or to sit with 
the Lord and pray around the 
village from home.  

 
 Prayer map packs are still 
 available from the back of 
 church. 

The Lifecentre are delighted to once 
again be holding the “Romiley Cake 
Off” competition at the Romiley Park 
Fun Day (more information available 
from the Lifecentre) and this year to 
be hosting a Tea Tent. Please note 
the Lifecentre will be closed that day! 

Radiant  
Sunday June 24th, 7pm 
Guywood Centre 
Join us for this informal, interactive 
time of contemporary worship and 
intercession. 

Weekend Hub 
Saturday June 23rd 
3pm Depart from Werneth Low 
Visitor Centre, Higham Lane for a 
walk on the Low. (SK14 5LR) 
4pm Afternoon tea at the Goddards. 
 
Please note departure point from the 
Visitor Centre, not the Quarry Car 
park, as previously communicated. 

Christian Aid Collections 
Over £900 was raised in Romiley as a 
result of our collections for Christian 
Aid week. Thank you to everyone 
who donated their time and their 
money. 

Bassenfell Nov 9th-11th 2018 
This weekend away at Bassenfell 

Manor, a  Christian residential 

centre in the Lake District, promises 

to be a fantastic time and bookings 

are now open!  

Please refer to the separate one-

page information sheet sent out 

with notices or available from the 

back of church for more info/how to 

book. Talk to Rachel Stephens or Jill 

Hookway for more info!  

Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
Monday July 2nd, 2pm, Sanctuary 
Come and pray for the persecuted 
church the world over.  

New Wine United—Aug 5th-11th 
There’s still time to sign up for a 
week of camping, worship, teaching 
and more with others from St 
Chad’s. Volunteer places are still 
available on lots of teams too. 
www.new-wine.org 


