
Sunday 24th February 2019 

FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS FOR HUBLETS OR ALONE. 

How does believing that God is the source of all that is good and our 
provider, change the way we see our money, work and material 
possessions?


What habits and practices of thanking God have you established in 
your life?


How does thanking people build relationship?


What is the link between gratitude and joy?


Take some time to discuss the different ways we use the words: 
happiness, joy, contentment, enjoyment & pleasure.


Is it too simplistic to say ‘Joy is from within, but happiness is a 
response to things outside us’ ?


What are the symptoms of living with a ‘poverty mindset’?


Where in your life are you motivated by external pressures and what 
do you do that’s motivated from internal motives?


List the various things that shape your current approach to giving 
financially to God’s kingdom:………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………

What are the changes you need to make to your giving to make it 

“a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God”? 

Joyful Generosity 
1 Chronicles 29.10-18 & Philippians 4.12-18


GRATITUDE 

God is the source:


v11Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power 
and the glory and the majesty and the splendour, 

for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 

v14 Everything comes from you,  
and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 

1 Chronicles 29.11 & 14


Our giving is a response of gratitude to God for all that he has given 
us. Thanking him reminds us where it all comes from in the first place.


Paul was grateful to the Philippians for their generosity to him.


	 v16 you sent me aid more than once when I was in need. 

v18 I am amply supplied,  
now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. 

Gratitude takes our eyes off ourselves.


“What is the one thing that people who can fully lean into joy have in 
common?  - Gratitude. They practice gratitude…. Embodying and 

practicing gratitude changes everything”  

[Brene Brown -  research professor]
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CONTENTMENT


v12-13 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have 
plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 

want.  I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 

Paul’s joy is from a deep rooted relationship with God not dependent 
upon external circumstances.


‘Contented Joy’ - deeply healthy.

‘Chasing Pleasure’ dangerously unhealthy.


• Contentment: focus off ‘my needs’ and onto ‘God’s goodness’.

• Contentment is vastly different from living with a lack/poverty 

mindset. 

• Gratitude and Contentment change our relationships with others 

and leads us to discover the joy and privilege of generosity.


v17 Not that I desire your gifts;  
what I desire is that more be credited to your account. 

MOTIVES 
I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. 

All these things I have given willingly and with honest intent.  
And now I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here 

have given to you.  
1 Chronicles 29.17


Inner Joy vs External pleasures

Inner Motives vs External pressures


Internal motives flow from our identity as children of God.

Our generosity is a reflection of worship.


v18 the gifts you sent…  
are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.  

Visuals Upgrade Project 

‘A system which facilitates us to communicate the gospel, 
enhance worship, is accessible for guests, 

values whole church family and works every week!”

What

• Integrated digital system & new computer
• 2 large TV screens either side rather than central projector screen
• Camera during sermon - relayed to screens in foyer/creche
• Screens in foyer creche - services and information

Why
• Distraction free
• Communicate truth easily
• Enjoy beauty of Stained glass and East End of building
• Facilitate engagement for parents of <3s
• Better use of whole building (more visibility in side aisles)
• Accessible for visitors
• Values ‘visuals team’ volunteers
• Saves time for preachers & leaders
• Use of media for 9.15am
• Communicate notices more effectively
• Reduce use of paper

Gift Day Response

Please do read the letter we recently sent and pray about your giving 
over the coming week.  We will be asking for Gift Day responses on 
Sunday March 3rd. 
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