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How is your fast going? 

I am loving this negativity fast. Thank you for joining me in it as a church and so 
thoroughly embracing it together. God is stirring something beautiful in our church 
and over the past few weeks, as we’ve been fasting from cynicism, criticism and 
blame, I believe we’ve stepped into more of heaven’s joy and that there has been a 
deeper purity in the way we are living. The fruit of the Spirit is: love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. These things 
grow in a community which is free from negativity. 

Last week I co-hosted a NewWine leadership conference in Leeds and God moved in 
power!  I’m still buzzing with the joy of seeing the way he impacted us. There is so 
much I could share about it, but one thing struck me as I reflected this week.  Through 
the conference I didn’t hear any negativity, no cynicism, no critical attitudes and 
certainly no blame.  I believe there are two reasons for that.  The first is that when 
God’s Spirit moves, those things disappear.  Forgive me if this sounds very spiritual, 
but I do also believe that part of the reason the conference was so pure is linked to 
what we have chosen as a church.  It’s two sides of the same coin.  When God’s love 
invades earth, negativity disappears and when negativity disappears, then there’s 
more space for God’s love to invade earth.  So without realising it, your fast from 
negativity in Romiley counted as a prayer and released God’s blessing on a whole load 
of people in Leeds.  Isn’t that great?! 

I am also loving our daily reflections on scripture, and I hope you are too.  I can see 
that on Facebook over 100 people are reading them each day and lots of those readers 
are ‘liking’ them. Over 50 people signed up to receive the emails each day and last 
week we had to reprint our weekly printed summary of the reflections, because so 
many people who aren’t online had picked them up! We are so grateful to all those 
who have written these reflections. I look forward to a daily dose of uplifting truth and 
focus on God’s goodness. 

Minutes after deciding to call us to the negativity fast, I realised the Brexit negotiations 
and votes would happen in this period of Lent.  As I write, we’re no nearer a clear 
outcome.  I know I’ve appreciated the discipline not to join in the world’s cynicism and 
negativity about our elected politicians in this season, but have turned each negative  
thought I’ve had or heard into a prayer of blessing on those called to public service 
under ridiculous pressure. 

This Sunday we have our APCM.  It’s a great time to be fasting from negativity and 
gathering in hope and joy.  The APCM is a chance to celebrate and thank, not critique 
or blame.  We are far from being a perfect church, we have many more ways to 
become all God calls us to be.  United and envisioned, we choose to move forwards 
not through searching for faults, but learning from and building on the past, looking 
forward expectantly to all God is calling us into as a church, and through each of us 
taking responsibility for the part we have to play.  Let’s pray for even more of the fruit 
of the Spirit to grow in St Chads in the year ahead. 

Love, Richard 
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Prayer at St Chad’s 

  Lord would you make us more 

aware of your Presence? Show 

us where your Spirit is moving 

and give us the boldness and 

obedience to join in! 

 Pray for Salvation in Romiley, 

that people won’t be able to 

resist being drawn to his heart. 

 Pray for those suffering anxiety 

or poor mental health. That they 

will know God as their source, 

their comfort, their strength and 

their healer. 

 Pray for those working in 

healthcare, that through them, 

those they care for would know 

and experience God’s love! 

 Pray for India, where pastors 

sharing the gospel are an easy 

target for Hindu extremists. Pray 

for children, who have also been 

targeted in attacks. 

 Pray for our mission partners, 

The Bible Society, as they work 

here at home and across the 

world, translating the Bible, 

distributing it, creating digital 

formats, helping people relate to 

and make sense of it in their 

everyday lives. 

Crafted  - Block design printing 
Friday Oct 12th, 8-10pm 
 Join other women to craft and enjoy time together! 
£5 contribution to nibbles/ materials.  
Bring your own drinks. Materials provided 

Children’s Society Box Opening 
At the home of Julie Earith, 20 
Roundcroft, Romiley, on Wed 
April 10th between 10 and 12.  
If you can’t bring it then, please 
drop it off at church. Many 
thanks to all those who support 
this charity!  

Gift Day Totals & Cake Sale! 
Thank you to everyone who 
responded to our gift day. The total of 
one-off gifts, including gift aid was 
almost £21,000. We are now taking 
forward our plans to upgrade the 
visual system. In addition, our regular 
monthly income was increased by 
£615 including gift aid. 
And thanks to everyone who made or 
bought cakes last Sunday to support 
Emily’s mission trip to Sri Lanka. She 
raised almost £300, which pays for 
one leg of her international flight! 

Easter Baptisms & Confirmations 
We are so excited as we approach our  

celebrations for Easter. Both our Easter 

Day services will include full immersion 

baptisms, renewal of baptism vows and 

the opportunity for confirmations, should 

people want to do this this year.  

If you know and love Jesus and feel this is 

the time to make this public declaration of 

your faith, we’d love to hear from you!  

Please talk to Will, our Curate, over the 

next couple of weeks, if you are interested 

or have any questions. 

Prayer for Persecuted Church 
Monday April 1st, 2pm 
This time of prayer will now take place 
in the church lounge each month. 

April Hub Dates 
Mon April 8th, 9.30am Church Lounge 
Tues April 9th, 7.45pm Lifecentre 
Wed April 10th, 7.45pm Lifecentre 
Sat April 27th, 5pm (time/venue tbc) 
*Please note that the Monday 
morning hub will now meet in the 
church lounge, not the Guywood. And 
do talk to Kirsty or Matt Pitt for details 
of young adults’ hub & their plans!* 

Radiant, Sun April 7th, 7pm 
Guywood Centre 
Join us to worship and seek 
God’s presence and respond. 


