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A Year of Invitation 

Happy New Year, I do hope you’ve had a good Christmas break and are refreshed and ready for 
2020.  I want to thank everyone who served through our Christmas services.  They were such a 
great celebration of Jesus and each year I am so grateful for all the ways we as a church family 
work together to welcome and bless our community.  We filled the church building many times 
over and I had the privilege of saying “goodbye” to folk on the door, many of whom had clearly 
been impacted by the Holy Spirit in the services (and were grateful for the chocolates!) 

 

So we turn to look ahead to 2020.  We are calling 2020 ‘a Year of Invitation.’  We want to grow in 
our boldness as a church family in sharing the good news of Jesus’ invitation to join his family with 
our friends, colleagues, community and family.   

 

We grew in size as a church last year in both our Sunday services and our Wednesday communion.  
I have felt for a while now that God is preparing us for a season of growth as a church, in particular 
growth through people coming to know Jesus as Lord and Saviour for the first time.  We had three 
excellent Alpha courses in the autumn and saw people discover the truth that God knows them 
loves them and offers forgiveness, we want to see much more of that.   

 

Last year and already this year we have grieved the loss of beloved members of our church family.  
Each time I take the funeral of someone who knew Jesus, I am reminded of the beauty of knowing 
they have been forgiven and welcomed into heaven for eternity.  

 

Over the past 3 years, I have reflected on how much we do as a church in our community and the 
many thousands of connections we have, but how it takes a shift in confidence and expectation to 
move from connection to conversion.  Last year I took time with some of our leaders to reflect on 
this and seek God about what he is calling us to.  We don’t want to change the culture of St. 
Chad’s; we are growing in learning to be Open Hearted, growing in expecting heaven to be open 
over us, each year we become more generous and discover more richly the joy of giving away open
-handedly to those in need.  In this next season, I believe God wants our value of ‘Open Doors’ to 
grow.   

 

So between January and Easter we are going to focus on one chapter of the Bible on Sundays, 
which is Luke 10, when Jesus sends out 72 of his followers to make new friendships and share the 
good news of His kingdom.  Every week we are going to hear testimonies of how members of St. 
Chad’s first came to know Jesus and we are going to create events, like our comedy night, where 
we can invite our friends, colleagues and family to St. Chad’s, to help them on the journey to 
coming to know Jesus.  

 

I expect there to be challenges and some fear to overcome for all of us this year.  I expect God to 
rearrange our list of what matters.  God doesn’t promise the comfort of a sterile or static life, but 
instead promises that the comforter will be with us on the adventure.  It is a profoundly beautiful 
and joyful thing when someone we know comes to accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour, let’s pray and 
be open to God working amongst us so that we see it happen all the more often.  

Prayer at St Chads 

 As we begin the New 
Year pray that God gives 
each of us a fresh 
revelation of who He is 
and all He has for us. 

 Pray for all those in the 
community who will be 
struggling financially now 
as a result of Christmas.  

 May we be a church who 
love and serve our 
community well this  
year. 

 Pray for all who work in 
local and central 
government. Pray 
especially for  our newly 
elected government. 

 For all those who are 
sick, that they will see 
God's healing. 

 Pray for Australia and all 
those affected by the 
fires. 

 Pray for our Mission 
Partner this month which 
is  Hugo and Techy 
Vegaras who are 
missionaries in South 
America. 

 As the children start back 
at school after Christmas 
we pray for all those 
involved in education. 

 For the diocese, the 
Crown National 
Committee and the 
person God is calling to  
be the next Bishop  of 
Chester.  To view the 
diocesan  Statement of 
Needs  go to  
 https://
www.chester.anglican.or
g/    Richard  
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January Hub Dates 
14th January 7.45pm Tuesday Hub   The Lifecentre 

15th January 7.45pm Wednesday Hub    The Lifecentre 

Volunteers Needed—Could this be you? 

New Year, New Start.?  We are looking for volunteers across our church 

family to help with activities; from Pram Pushers to the Café, we need 

volunteers to keep serving our community with God’s love.   Has God 

been speaking to you over Christmas about trying something new or 

using your gifts to volunteer?   If this is a yes, please call the Church 

Office and have a chat with Jane. 

Deeper Prayer Ministry 
Deeper Prayer Ministry is available for 
anybody who wants it.  Confidential 
listening, talk and prayer times often last 
about an hour. There may be one meeting 
or several. Please phone Judith Dixon on 
494 2230, talk to Judith one Sunday or 
email sanctuary@stchadsromiley.co.uk. 

Leading Worship in Care Homes  -  

Friday 24th January 9.30am-3pm  

The Lifecentre 

We are hosting a training session on how to 

lead effective and meaningful worship to those 

in care homes and particularly those with de-

mentia.  The session will be facilitated by Rev 

Kate Le Suer who is Chaplain with Methodist 

Homes for the Aged.   

The day is FREE—please bring your lunch or you 

can purchase lunch in the Café.  Refreshments 

provided. To register your interest please email 

mari.gregory@ntlworld.com  

Tent Theology 
Kingdom Life  

for Kingdom People 

Friday 17th—Sunday 19th January 

This weekend we will explore the 

theology of the kingdom, generosity, 

individuals God’s character & much 

more 

Pick up a flyer with all of the details 

of the weekend and sessions at the 

back of church.  Details also availa-

ble on the website events page. 

Comedy Night Friday 24th 

Why not book some tickets or a 
table and invite some friends 
along to a great evening out.   
Want more info? Call the Office. 

Wading Through Marriage  
Starts Wednesday 29th January 

If you have any questions or want 
to know more contact Katie Wade 
on Katie@stchadsromiley.co.uk 

Cost – £40 donation per couple is 
suggested to cover materials and 
meals (please don’t let this be a 
barrier to you attending).  

 

Churches Together Unity Service 
Sunday  19 January  

St Chads @ 6pm 
Everyone welcome  
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