Dear Church family,
I do hope you are staying well, safe and at home!
I have spoken to a number of people over the past few days and I’ve been hugely encouraged
by the general positive sense of hope and the many good stories of connections and looking
out for others that I’m hearing. I know that it is hugely appreciated.
At the same time, Nells has been at work this week. The reality is that the number of cases
continues to grow and the truth ‘from the front line’ is that this is a horrible virus and some
who contract it are very unwell. There is no doubt that the inconvenience of staying home,
whilst challenging, is essential and genuinely saving lives.
Here’s what I want to cover in today’s update.
• Sundays
• Finance & Giving
• Connections
• Resources for your spiritual life
• Pray!
Sundays
Thank you to all who sent feedback from last Sunday, we were delighted that it was such a
blessing to so many and that’s helped us plan ahead. Apologies that we weren’t socially
distanced enough. The services were recorded before the 2m rule came in and for Facebook
live we were as far apart as we could be to still be in frame and audible. That’s all changed
now anyway!
The obvious changes from last week to this are that it is no longer the novelty of week 1, it
isn’t Mothering Sunday and I have clear directives from the Archbishops that we are not to
stream from church buildings. So this Sunday will be a bit different
We want to include more folk in the broadcasts, so you’ll see a range of faces and voices
involved, which we hope increases the sense of being in this together. The filming will
therefore be from a range of locations. The 9.15am service will include liturgy on screens,
We found out that broadcasting a video as a premiere, means that pausing causes you to
miss a bit and have to scroll backwards. We will continue with 9.15am as a premiere, but for
11am because we will pause for worship again this week, we won’t use the ‘premiere’ feature.
Here’s our worship playlist, you can use it on Sunday, but why not use it everyday.
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLOtq8uI04-PZDwGE8eyl8pI_plSeFxELM
We will repeat the Facebook live interaction stream, but this time we will ask you the questions
and have a range of responses. So look out for those and be prepared to respond.
An email will go out on Saturday with links to the services and questions for Facebook live.
Finances
The economic impact of Coronavirus is huge. We are so blessed to have the NHS and to
have a government which is doing all it can to protect jobs and incomes. We recognise that
it will have a knock on impact on church finances. The PCC approved this year’s budget in
January, but the Standing Committee will be meeting (on Zoom) to revise it.

If you give regularly to St.Chad’s, thank you, we encourage you to keep doing so and
honouring God with your finances, in obedience with the Biblical value of tithing. The Bible
teaches that it is a joy and a gift to be able to give and bring our finances under God’s blessing.
We appreciate that some people’s financial circumstances may change in this season, so
encourage you as always to give as you can.
The Standing Committee will also be discussing setting aside some funds for emergency relief
for people we have direct contact with as a church who are in significant financial troubles.
We will communicate more about that in due course.
Some of our congregation give weekly through the envelope scheme or cash in the offering
plate. That is not possible whilst we are not meeting on Sundays. We would love you to still
be able to give to God’s work, but the last thing we want you to do is go to the bank to get
cash! Also please don’t send cheques or money to the LifeCentre, the church office is closed
and staff working from home, so we are unable to process cheques at this time.
If you regularly give by envelope or the plate, please manage this in any way that works for
you. You could put aside an envelope somewhere safe, or keep a note of each week and
then add up what you would have otherwise given and donate when we gather again. If you
would like to set up a standing order then please contact jan@stchadsromiley.co.uk or
07720 297075, she will be able to help you. (NB Jan works on Thursdays and Fridays)
The bank details for giving to St.Chad’s are:
Account Name St Chads PCC
Sort Code 08 92 99
Account Number 65874394
Connections
Some have commented that they’ve never felt so connected and that’s lovely, but we are also
very aware of the reality of loneliness. We have a team dedicated to making phone calls, in
addition to the friendships and connections which are naturally in place. Don’t wait for others
to phone you, take the initiative and stay in touch. If you have time and would be willing to
join the connection team, then email office@stchadsromiley.co.uk
Elle has set up a new communications hub using a system called ‘Discord’ for our young
people, which works in line with our safeguarding policies. It’s important that they stay
connected too (in their breaks from doing home schooling!)
Resources for your spiritual life
The number one resource you need for your spiritual life is the Holy Spirit!
I’m speaking on this in my 9.15am sermon on Sunday. This is a key time to really embrace
the truth that God is with each of us. I know you know that, but I’m praying that it becomes
a deeper reality in all of our lives through this.
The Holy Spirit can work through all sorts of resources to deepen our walk with God in this
time and we want to make those available. I am attempting to write a ‘short’ (by my
standards!) daily reflection during this pandemic. I post these on Facebook, on a special blog
by click here. Or email office@stchadsromiley.co.uk and we will email it to you daily.

If you have a smartphone or tablet then there are some great apps.
My whole family is loving the Bible In One Year App. Nicky Gumble’s clear wisdom is inspiring
and David Suchet reads the Bible beautifully. https://www.bibleinoneyear.org
Pete Grieg’s Lectio 365 App is also really popular with the staff team https://www.247prayer.com/dailydevotional
youversion.com is also a great resource for daily reading plans. Why not set one up with your
hublet and then discuss what you’ve read together on the phone or Zoom/Skype?
Many of us enjoyed Stephen Backhouse’s teaching in January. Stephen is releasing a series
of Bible studies on Mark’s gospel, asking for donations as he is fundraising for those hit
hardest by Coronavirus. Email info@tenttheology.com if you’re interested.
When this started I said I would happily give a free copy of my book ‘Awakening’ to anyone
who hasn’t got one and is self isolating. I’ve ordered a box and when they arrive, if it’s safe
and legal for me to do so, I will deliver them to your doorstep, email me
vicar@stchadsromiley.co.uk to request your copy. (I am also offering grace and absolution to
those who don’t want to admit they haven’t read it yet!!!)
Pray
Imagine for a moment the impact it will have on Romiley if we, as God’s people devote
ourselves to intercession for this community for this extended period of time? Imagine the
many who will come to Christ, the transformation of our community if we use this time to pray.
Holy Spirit, teach us to pray!
My 4 Ss of prayer for you today.
Stop - Pray that this virus will stop! - For it to shrivel up and disappear.
Safety - Pray for the safety of our church family and all in Romiley. Pray for God’s protection.
Name people before God, especially the vulnerable and ask for God to protect them. And
pray for the safety of NHS staff, teachers and key workers.
Sick - Pray for God to heal those who are sick. With Covid19 and other ailments. Pray for
the mental health of those who are vulnerable at this time too.
Salvation - Pray for the Spirit of God to bring many to know Jesus. Cry out to God for lives
to be transformed, spiritual hunger to rise, miracles to happen, for God to draw people to
himself. Let God break your heart for the lost and give you a passion to see people saved.
And finally…
If you watch Songs of Praise this Sunday, look out for any familiar stained glass windows!
I’ll be in touch with a shorter message this weekend with links to the services online (or
subscribe to our channel on YouTube now) and any other details for Sunday.
Until then, stay safe, reach out to others and pray!,
With love, Richard

