Dear Church family,
As we enter this Easter Season together, I am so stirred by what God is going to do in our lives
over the next few days. As I have been praying and preparing our services, I have had a strong
sense of the presence of the Holy Spirit and expectation. Although these services will be very
diﬀerent, if we open our hearts to him, God will speak to us powerfully.
More than that, I have been praying with a renewed fervency for all those who aren’t yet followers
of Jesus, who will be watching our services online. I believe God wants to save people this
weekend, that the simple things we oﬀer online, he will use powerfully to bring them into an
eternal relationship with him. Please join me in praying for that.
Our Easter services will be posted online on our YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCi2bzN9EhzLxzstzgp9VVYQ) and our Facebook page. I don’t have individual links yet,
but if you subscribe to those channels you’ll be able to find them.
Here’s the running order
There is something special about joining in with one
another at the same time, marking that time out in
the day to focus on God. Of course, the
convenience of the internet means you can catch
up later, but I don’t see what we’ve produced as
products to select, but part of being God’s family
together. Let’s approach these services as a
community not consumers. It honours God when
we prioritise our time around worshipping him.
A few practical notes to help your engagement.
Tomorrow’s Good Friday morning service will go
online shortly before 10am. Elle and Katie have put
together something to help us all, including our
children, engage with Jesus’ death on the Cross.
This is a series of 7 videos in a playlist.
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLOtq8uI04-PaSRfhXypWPN6nFKaCAzw8r
They will follow one after the other, so make sure
that you haven’t got the list set on shuﬄe mode
and take a look at the running order. There might
be adverts along the way, but you can skip those
after 5secs. (Nothing we can do about that!)
Our Good Friday afternoon service, is one video, with gaps for your own personal space. I
encourage you to grab a pen and paper beforehand, to journal (Or to write down those distracting
thoughts so you can leave them aside until later). If you prefer to pause with God with music, set
that up for yourself. We also have a Good Friday worship playlist for you to choose some musical
worship at the end, I’ve selected songs known for diﬀerent generations. It will be available from
1.30pm.
At 3pm on Good Friday Christians from across the country are going to be standing on our
doorsteps and praying ‘It is finished’, a pray of defiance against Coronavirus. A time to join with
thousands against it, marking the moment Jesus defeated death. Join us. Pray against the virus,
pray for healing for those with the virus.
On Easter Sunday we will have our services at 9.15am and 11am as before, and ‘coﬀee time’ on
Facebook live a bit later at 12pm this week, because we want to give you longer to worship. Will
and Katie are going to join me for the chat. Get ready with your questions and prayer points.

We were due to have our APCM on Sunday 26th April. That is obviously now postponed and the
Church of England has given allowance for all APCMs to wait until later in the year. We have
completed our 2019 Annual report however and that is on our website. The report reviews life at
St.Chad’s through last year. So if you’re missing St.Chad’s then you can catch up by reading the
annual report!
Alpha online.
We have been praying that at this time, God will be working in our community and we are
expectant for that. Many people have time on their hands, have big questions to ask and have
connections with St.Chad’s, but above all we’re praying for them to come to know Jesus and
when we pray, God moves. Will is going to be running an online Alpha course, launching soon
after Easter, look out for that, invite your friends, come and join in and above all, pray for the Holy
Spirit to be creating hunger to know God in people’s hearts.
Oh how I wish I could see you all this Easter. Whilst I’m throwing my energy into praying for you
and our community, it’s still really sad not to be able to be together. What a great celebration we
will have when this is all over!
With love
Richard

