Email to church family 4th May
Dear Church Family,
Do hope you are keeping well, the sun is out and another week is underway. We had another
good Sunday yesterday, with lots of folk joining together to worship. Apologies if you tried to join
the 9.15am on facebook, there was a technical glitch we couldn’t resolve, trust you found the
service on YouTube.
We are continuing to learn as we go along, seeking to listen to the Holy Spirit and by listening to
people’s experience of lock down. Two weeks ago I shared that we recognise some folk are
finding this a very busy season in both work and family life, others have much more time available.
As May begins, I’m aware that there’s a wide diversity amongst us from not knowing what, when
and for whom there will be changes in the regulations on social distancing. The uncertainty can
be very disconcerting, lets continue to lovingly support one another, as I know we are doing.
From the start of this crisis, I have shared that I believe God is calling us to pray and to use this
significant global event to turn to him. Now that we have found some rhythms of life and greater
understanding of technology, I’d like to find ways to gather to pray online. Tomorrow morning,
Tues 5th May at 9.30-10am, I’m going to host our first St.Chad’s online prayer meeting. Please
join us if you can, for half an hour to pray. We hope that this time works for those who are finding
that you have more time on your hands.
We are going to pray into 3 areas.
- For those doing Alpha and those who don’t yet know Jesus, to come to faith
- For wisdom and direction in the next phase of our church life
- For those who are sick or grieving.
Some people are nervous of prayer meetings, unsure of what or how to pray. The beauty of
praying on Zoom is that you can press mute and no one has to pray out-loud in front of others! If
you haven’t been part of an online prayer meeting before, don’t worry very few of us have, so
we’re all learning together. God loves it when we give him time, so come and join with us and
we’ll make it fun and focus on God’s purposes together.
So come along, try it out, we’d love to have you with us.
The Zoom invite is:
Topic: St Chads Prayer event
Time: May 5, 2020 09:30am
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81278663316?pwd=Q0Q5TCtwb1dGUDNqWmkrYTNZZlR0QT09
Meeting ID: 812 7866 3316
Password: 014381
Friday is the 75th anniversary VE Day, certainly something to be celebrated. Right at the start of
the year, we prayed as a staﬀ team about how to mark this day and didn’t get any sense from
God that we should do a big gathering, now we know why!!
It is a significant day for our nation, marked by the change in MayDay bank holiday. There will be
a number of national and regional initiatives, do join in with those. Here are our suggestions of
how we can celebrate it as St.Chads.
- Many streets have set up community whatsapp groups during Covid19, make this an
opportunity for greater connections with your neighbours and local community.
- Set aside some time personally for personal thanksgiving in prayer and reflection on the
freedom we enjoy. I will be writing a special reflection and share it on Facebook and email.
- Personally reflect on your family’s history in WWII. It’s a great time to share family history with
the next generation.
- If you do something special, (tea party, decorate yourself/your house) then take photos, send
them to oﬃce@stchadsromiley.co.uk and we’ll put together a photo montage for Sunday 17th
May’s services.

And finally, I am loving sharing daily reflections on Luke’s gospel and finding that God is using this
time to really speak to me, for all of us at this time through the Bible. If you haven’t been reading
those, I’d love to invite you to do so.
You can access them online here: https://
dailyproverbreflections.wordpress.com or join our Facebook group where I share them, or if you
would like them emailed to you, then ask Jane to be added to the email list.
(oﬃce@stchadsromiley.co.uk)
May God Bless you this week, with his comfort and joy,

Richard
P.S. If you are aware of members of our church family who are not on email who would appreciate
hearing this update, please do reach out and share it with them.

