St Chads Update - 11th June 2020
Dear Church family,
We are still here and we are still full of hope.
Having preached on Hope and Consolation on Sunday, yesterday I spent some time exploring that with
those who joined in with both the Going Deeper sessions. When the future is uncertain, our hope moves
from looking forward to an event to fixing our eyes on Jesus and eternity. As lock down regulations
change, we still face great uncertainty. I’m writing to update you on two key things; reopening of church
buildings and supporting those in need in our community.
Reopening church buildings.
The Government regulations enable church buildings to be open for private prayer from Saturday (13th
June). I wanted to write to explain what this means and what we are doing.
First of all, the Church never closed! As God’s people in Romiley, we have continued to pray, worship,
meet local needs, stay connected and welcome those enquiring about Jesus.
Second, the gap between the building being opened for private prayer and the church regathering for
worship is more than just 2m! I know we are all longing to be back together again, to hug, chat, sing and
share communion, sadly none of those things are safe right now and public worship will not be possible
for some time. When the media write unhelpful headlines about ‘Churches reopening’, I need to be clear
that this doesn’t mean normal Sunday gatherings.
Thirdly, this gives us an opportunity to think about why and how we use our building. In this strange
season of change and the? time of transition there will be things we can do and things we can’t. Let us
enjoy, value and grow in the things we can do, rather than merely lamenting about what we can’t do. This
will enable us to appreciate all parts of our shared life more in the long run.
Building opening for private prayer
On the very first Sunday of lock down, we recognised that God can meet us wherever we are, we can be
with him in our homes, gardens, cars, or out walking. We don’t need a building to pray and the internet
has enabled us to enjoy a lot of church life at home. We are also grateful to have a beautiful building and
for some, being able to pray there could be a real help, either because you love our building, or because
home is too busy a place for peace and prayer! We also believe some people in our community, who don’t
yet know that God is with us wherever everywhere might be seeking God and find being able to pray in
our building draws them closer to him. So we want to make our church building available and safe to
pray in as soon as possible.
We plan to open the building from 10am to 11am on
Mondays and Fridays each week. Ian has moved all the
fabric chairs to the sides and placed wipeable chairs in the
main body of the church, each 2 m apart. We can only fit 17!
By Friday 19th June we hope to have PPE and cleaning
resources ready to open safely. There will be a one-way
system, entrance through the main doors and exit through
the side chapel. As we will have a maximum occupation of
17 people, we want to welcome people to pray and our
priorities are those from our community who want a place of
solace and those who feel coming into the building will be a
real help in meeting with God. There is no need to book, just
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turn up, but please respect that we have to enforce a limit on numbers. You may like to wear a face mask,
but the CofE guidelines have not made this obligatory. We welcome offers for volunteers to both supervise
opening and help with cleaning which will enable us to extend these times in the future.

Our third priority in using the building is those in our church family who are unable to access our online
services. We hope that it will be possible soon to show these in the church building (using our lovely new
screens). At the moment this is not permitted, but when it is we will set this up.
I know these are only small steps forward, and we long to worship together again. We are choosing to use
our building as a place of encounter with God, even if we are some way from it being a place of gathering
together.
Meeting the needs of our community.
One of the first actions we took when the Covid crisis struck was to look to provide food for those in
financial difficulty in our community. Through the Pantry (LifeCentre) and Fit & Fed (Cherry Tree
project), we have been providing food for up to 120 households per week in our community. The PCC
has allocated some funds for this from our pastoral budget, and both projects have received funding and
food from local bodies and Council grants.
There will be significant needs in our community for some time and we feel called to continue to act
generously and do all we can to combat local poverty. The PCC agreed that we make a financial appeal
to those who are in a position to support our local work in this area. If you are able to give generously,
we would be so grateful. Here are the financial details for this:
To give online bank details are:
Sort Code: 08 92 99
Account Number: 65874394
Account Name: St Chads PCC
Reference: GIFT DAY

To give by cheque please make your cheque
payable to St Chad’s PCC and post to:
St Chads Church Office
Romiley Life Centre
3 Stockport Road
Romiley
SK6 4NB

If you are a taxpayer and have not already completed a gift-aid declaration for any monies you give
to St Chad s and would like to do so, please email jan@stchadsromiley.co.uk.
Gift Aid is linked to basic rate tax, currently 20%, which allows charities to reclaim 25p for every
£1 donated. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the
additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your SelfAssessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Looking further ahead, I have been thinking about the vital importance of listening to
one another, given how much change we have all been through. Very soon we are
going to conduct a church-wide survey, to give us vital feedback from you that will help
us make plans for the coming months. One exciting plan in place is ‘New Wine United
Breaks Out’ a virtual experience of the New Wine summer conference which has had to
be cancelled. Put 30th July - 3rd August in your diaries. New Wine are producing some
fantastic celebrations, seminars and much more. For our Sunday worship on 2nd
August we will join in with this and we are looking for other ways to do so, as lock down
regulations change.
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St.Paul wrote most of his letters from prison, his words to his churches resonate with
me all the more at this time: “I thank God every time I pray for you”, “Though I am
absent from you in body, I am with you in Spirit and delight to see how firm your faith is”.
With love

