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Reopening Church Building for worship – 1st July 2020  
 
We are living in constantly changing circumstances and the media headlines about ‘public 
worship’ can give misleading expectations.  The reality for us is that the measures that protect all 
from the spread of the Coronavirus significantly limit what is possible.  The guidelines are written 
for all types of churches and other gatherings of other religions.  Suffice to say they inhibit many of 
the things we value most at St Chads and for the foreseeable future we will be a church that 
worships online, with provision for those unable to access our online services. 
 
A brief summary of the Government/CofE guidelines. 

 Social distancing measures in our building limit attendance.  

 Singing will not be allowed, nor other aspects of voice projection. 

 Food and drink cannot be served in our context and social interaction limited. 

 A list of attendees is to be kept for 21 days. (for track and trace) 
 
What is covered here. 

A. Principles and Priorities 
B. Next steps for July & August 
C. Guidelines for those attending 

 
A. Principles and priorities. 

 Safety is a top priority, and for this following guideline as well as mutual respect is key. 

 Creating an opportunity within the circumstances for the lonely to feel connected, particularly 
those living alone. 

 A place for those without internet to be able to access worship 
 

B. Types of service we offer 
Our limitation is numbers, given our usual attendance on Sundays, we simply cannot gather together 
as normal for now. 
 
This whole process has raised a good conversation for us about what we value in our worship and 
we are so grateful to all those who have responded to our survey.  For the 11am congregation, 3 of 
the things which are valued most: sung worship, Social connection and Y&C ministry are not 
possible, the 4th core value of preaching is possible online.  So, we have ruled out a gathered 
expression of the 11am service until regulations change significantly. 
 
We do however want to provide something for those unable to connect with our online services, or 
living alone and wanting to worship alongside others, (albeit at a distance).  Therefore, from Sunday 
12th July at 10am on Sundays we will be showing our early morning online Sunday service in church 
on the screens, with a live host to introduce and close the service.  This way we can enable our 
church family to have a shared experience of worship, we are making the most of the time, prayer 
and energy which goes into those services and we are serving those who will benefit most under 
our priorities. 
 
This also enables us to offer something we can sustain through August when clergy and staff are 
taking holidays.  
 
It is always our heart to welcome as many people as possible to St Chads.  However, I hope you 
will understand that we have a limitation on numbers and so we need to find a balance and we don’t 
want a booking system of reservations.  I don’t want to create additional ‘rules’ about who may or 
may not attend, but appeal to each of you to consider what is best for you and others. 
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If you do not have internet access and/or are living alone, we are providing this for you.  
If you feel that being able to worship with others in our building will really enable you to connect with 
God, then this is for you.   
If you are able to enjoy our services online at home, then please continue to do so, for the sake of 
others. 
We recognise that some would prefer not to come into a public place at all and we fully understand 
that.  We will continue with phone calls and if there is continued demand for the service over the 
phone line option that we have offered, we will continue to make that available.  
 
Private prayer 
We will cease the private prayer on Mondays and Fridays. 
This will move to Sundays from 9.30am to 10.45am, to include the broadcast of the service at 10am. 
We will also open the church for private prayer at 11am on Wednesdays.  
 
Guidelines for those attending 

- To avoid congestion in the foyer, we will operate a one-way system, entrance through the 
main doors, exit through the side door.  (except for those with disabilities). 

- We will have someone on welcome to greet and give instructions. 
- Hand sanitising gel will be available at the entrance. 
- You will be asked to give your name and for those whose contact details we don’t have on 

our church database we will ask for your phone number too. (This is to comply with 
Government regulations) 

- If you have any Covid symptoms please do not attend 
- Face masks can be worn but it is not mandatory. 
- The full service will be shown on the screens, so sorry but we have to ask you to listen to 

the hymns reflectively rather than sing them.  
 

The Chester diocese guidelines (30th June) are available here 
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
1 How many people can we fit in? 
Using latest Government regulations, we are able to accommodate up to 25 people. 
 
2. How will numbers be monitored? Will people have to “register” to avoid to many people coming 
along? 
We really don’t want a bookings system, as we think this will both be cumbersome, and restrictive.  
We anticipate that fewer than 25 will attend.  If we find we have wrongly estimated numbers then 
we will look at a second screening at a later time or date. 
 
3. What social interaction is possible? 
The Government guidelines say worship but not social interaction, that is an anomaly for church!  
We do however want to keep everyone safe and distanced and not speaking loudly.  We are 
unable to serve drinks or food and we will ask that if people wish to speak then they do so whilst 
outside in better ventilation and more able to maintain distance.  We don’t want to be legalistic 
about not saying hello to one another nor create an unloving atmosphere.  We ask those who 
attend to be loving, mutually respectful and apply common sense. 
 
4. Will the pre-recorded service on the screen still include the hymns even if people can’t sing 
them?  
Yes, hymns are still included, the services will be poorer without them.  However, they are for 
personal reflection rather than singing together. 

https://chester.anglican.org/content/pages/documents/1593526030.pdf
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5. Will the toilets be available? 
To minimise risk of infection spreading and burden on cleaners, we will only have the disabled 
toilet accessible, which has a hand basin and paper towels.  Please use the sanitising gel at the 
entrance and exit of church. 
 
6. Will there be service sheets? 
No, the beauty of our newly installed screens is that the services can be run fully without any 
printed sheets (which are an infection hazard) 
 
7.Will there be any provision for children? 
No, we are unable to offer this at present and encourage those with children to enjoy our services 
online. 
 
8. Will there be an offering plate? 
Yes, if you would like to give financially you may do so, but we invite donations via envelope. If 
you are not part of our envelope scheme, then there will be envelopes available.  The donations 
can be stored until any risk of virus has passed. 
 
9. If we attend with others from our household/bubble can we sit closer? 
We ask you not to move chairs, even if attending with others from your household, this ensures 
social distances between chairs is maintained for others.  It also means those attending alone 
don’t feel isolated. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


