
St Chads - Summer 2021 Returning to Gathered Worship 

After a year of worshiping from our homes the long awaited time has 
come for us to re-start ‘in person’ services in our church building on 
Sundays.

Some Covid restrictions will remain in place in the coming weeks and we want to 
ensure everyone’s safety.  This season is also a unique opportunity to try new things 
whilst those restrictions are in place. 

Our core priorities in this season for Sundays are:
• To take a fresh approach to our services and create more space for us to 

encounter the Holy Spirit together.
• Our children and young peoples’ spiritual lives, where they have missed out due to 

Covid.

Restrictions:
On current guidelines we have re-spaced the fabric chairs in church and believe we 
can include 80 people into the building for services.
Congregational singing is not yet permissible, but that might change in the coming 
weeks.
To enable social distancing for our children’s groups, we need to use Guywood for 
Kid’s church.
Under these restrictions we will not be serving refreshments after services. 

With all this in mind, we have looked at the shape and desires of different parts of 
our church family as a whole and have decided that for an experimental period we 
will run 3 services on Sunday mornings, each of c.45mins each.

9.30am – Parish Communion (PC)
10.30am – For Families (FF)
11.30am – Word & Worship (W&W)

The intention is for Parish Communion and Word & Worship to start from 23rd May, 
and For Families to start on 13th June (after half term).

A description of each service:

Parish Communion
This would contain many of the familiar aspects of our 9.15am service pre-Covid and 
include Communion each week.  There is a real hunger to meet with God, so the 
emphasis would also be space for reflection, trimmed back liturgy and some 
experimentation to try new things in this season.  As yet we don’t know if hymns will 
be played/sung live, or shown on screens from the collection of videos Mark 
Warburton has made for us for our online services.

For Families
This will start on 13th June after half term.  It will alternate between Blended (Y&K 
stay in) and Youth/Kids/Mini churches who meet separately parents have a service in 
church.  
The emphasis will be on worship, teaching, response.



Mini-Church will be in the Church building, but will start at the same time as the 
service.
Youth will generally stay in, but on 2 Sundays we will run ‘Youth Café’ (upstairs in 
Guywood) to give them some specific connection, alongside their ongoing 
discipleship midweek.
Kids church will be in Guywood, as this gives greater space for socially distanced 
groups.

Word & Worship.
This service is about creating space to meet with God.  The worship style will be 
blocks of flowing acoustic worship, songs and hymns, there will be space to respond 
to the sermon and let the Spirit move.  We will do communion occasionally at this 
service.  This service will be streamed live on Youtube.  We anticipate that it will 
appeal to people from both existing congregations. 

This is a season of trying new things out, if you have always worshipped at the same 
Sunday service, how about trying another one out on a few occasions? (Although 
priority at 10.30am will be for those with children under 18) 

Booking system & regulations
With 80 places available at each service, we hope there will be space for as many as 
would like to attend. However in order to ensure that we don’t exceed our numbers, 
we will have a booking system through Eventbrite, this also facilitates Track & Trace. 
Other churches have got used to this system and found it works well.  We will make 
this as accessible as possible and those not online will be able to book by phoning 
the office.  We would prefer people to only attend one service on a Sunday morning.

If we have not reached capacity, then we will allow ‘walk ins’, but do encourage 
booking as this helps everyone.  If we have guests who are visiting church for the 
first time, we would like to give them priority, (some have said they’d be happy to 
give up their seat for someone who visits for the first time, which is lovely!) 

We will reserve space at 11.30am for those who have served in kid’s ministry at 
10.30am.   
Further details of how to book in for services will be sent out next week. 

We will encourage hand sanitisation on entry.
We will follow Govt regulations on wearing masks. 
We don’t need to do a ‘deep clean’ between services, but the welcome team will 
wipe door handles regularly throughout the morning. 
We will encourage a one-way system for exiting church through the side chapel for 
those for whom that is possible. (We can’t install a handrail externally without a 
faculty which would take a minimum of 6 months!) 

Kid’s Church at Guywood
To enable space for kids church, this will be at Guywood, so the children will be 
dropped off there before the service at 10.15am.
Parents we would really value you going straight to Guywood as soon as the 
10.30am service ends for pick up between 11.15-11.25am.
This will enable those who serve on kids teams to attend 11.30am service. Delaying 
pick up will cause those who have served our children to miss out on the opportunity 
to worship. 



Some other things to note.

To keep to 45mins max and create space to encounter the Holy Spirit, each service 
will be shorter, that means shorter sermons, only 1 Bible reading, notices to be sent 
by email, (or filmed on YouTube).
We will not be printing services sheets, but using the new screens (which were 
installed a week before lock-down)
We will not be serving refreshments after services, however this gives those who live 
in Romiley the opportunity to invite those you don’t know so well home for coffee, to 
deepen friendships.
One other way to connect with others is to walk to church (if possible) and chat on 
the way and the way home, this is also very good for the environment. 

Frequently Asked Questions.

How long will each service be? 
40-45mins.

Will the sermons be different at each service?
No, we will ask preachers to preach at all 3 services, except Blended, which will 
have the same theme, but a different sermon.

How often do we do Communion at the For Families and Word & Worship services?
Roughly once a month over the 10 weeks.

What will the style of service be at 10.30am when not Blended? 
Similar to 11.30am, but possibly louder worship. 

What do we continue online?
We will live-stream 11.30am service, but with pre-recorded worship inserted & stop 
stream after sermon as ministry starts.

What will happen with Facebook Live and Zoom Coffee? 
These will end after 16th May.

How will communion be served?
Following CofE guidelines, those serving dip the wafer into the wine and drop into 
open hands. Only need 2 people to administer at each service.

Do we need  Volunteers to make this work?
YES! - thanks so much for asking 

• AV and Sound desk - we will provide training for the new AV system?
• Welcomers for all 3 services
• If you would like to be on the rota for Bible readings, please email 

jan@stchadsromiley.co.uk
• Cleaners - we would love more to join this team to keep the building Covid-safe. 

If this is experimental, how will we review it?
Great question - This is for a season and is experimental, (we’d love you to hold 
back on snap judgements after the first Sunday!) We will put into place a system for 

mailto:jan@stchadsromiley.co.uk


feedback & review in July, including a survey and other places for you to share your 
reflections.  We want to learn together from this. 

What will happen in August?
We don’t anticipate being able to resource all 3 services in August, so will make an 
appropriate August plan in due course. 
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