Dear Church family,

I hope you are having a good week. I was so encouraged by Sunday, back into the swing of things in the
New Year and such a wonderful buzz of fresh excitement and hunger for God amongst us, it was a really
special time. The prayer evening on Monday was also hugely encouraging, we had a real sense of God’s
Spirit with us and it was so good to pray together for so many things coming up.

This Sunday we are looking forward to Bishop Sam (Bishop of Stockport) coming to visit both our
services, it will be another special time I am sure.

Next week we have our ‘Church Review’. As explained in the letter sent out by the wardens before
Christmas, we have invited Andy Bagwell to come and facilitate an ‘Organisational Health and Operational
Effectiveness’ review of St Chads. Andy worked as an Operations Director for two Anglican churches for
over 15 years, and in recent years has been part of the leadership of UCAN (UK Church Administrators
Network). He regularly works with church teams across the UK to help them assess the clarity of their
vision, their strategic planning and the alignment of their team, structures and systems. In his own words
he describes that he is ”Passionate about the local church and about church teams. He wants both to
thrive, so that people feel valued and supported, the church becomes increasingly effective, and God is
glorified. I love to see healthy teams functioning with clarity and purpose.” You can read more about the
sort of work that Andy is involved with at www.andrewbagwell.com and www.churchadministrators.net

He will be conducting the interviews and workshops with Staff and PCC and some representatives of
different ministries next week. We prayed for this review on Monday and we continue to pray that God will
use this to help us see things afresh and guide our PCC at this time. It isn’t possible for Andy to meet our
whole church family, (300+ people!) but we want this to be as open a process as possible, so if you have
any reflections about the strategy, organisational health and operational effectiveness of St Chads which
you would like to share with Andy for him to consider as he writes his report, he would welcome emails
sent direct to him: andrew@andrewbagwell.com.

There will also be some simple response sheets in church on Sunday for written comments to pass on to

Andy.

Each year the PCC sets a Mission budget based on 10% of the full income of the previous account year.
This is given to missionary organisations, activities and individuals at home and overseas. The Missions
Committee oversees how we distribute these funds, together with PCC.

The majority of the Mission Budget is given as regular support to organisations and individuals where
there is a link with St Chads.

Details of all of our partners can be found in the Annual Report on the

website. We thought it would be nice for you to get to know them a bit more and be able to pray for them
and their work. Each month we will share a different partner with you.

This month we share the work of Lex and Alan Hamilton who serve as missionaries in Cambodia through
CMS (the Church Mission Society). Lex grew up at St Chads and served on the youth team and in the
café. Alan served in the RAF but they both felt God calling them to serve in Cambodia. They have been
there now for seven years and have three boys Joshua, Caleb and Micah (all born whilst they have been
there). Lex has developed her work as a special needs teacher in primary education and Alan (as well as
being a stay at home dad) has been working with men suffering from addiction and trauma. Hopefully
they may get back to visit us this year.

Prayer points
• For churches to reopen in Cambodia as they are still closed.
• For Lex’s friends and colleagues, especially those who are sick and for those who are having to navigate
difficult times with the schools reopening only recently.
• For fundraising this year to meet their budget.

It you would like to know more about the work of Lex and Alan (through Facebook and Newsletters)
and/or would like to support them financially, please contact the church office.

What is Alpha?
Alpha is a series of weekly sessions (11 weeks) where you can explore life's big questions and the
Christian faith in an openminded and welcoming environment.

There's no cost, and no pressure... just lots of great conversation and space to think.

Each session includes food, a short video and time of discussion where you can share your thoughts
about what you've seen and heard.

Where?
The LifeCentre, Romiley.

When?
7pm Tuesday evenings starting on the 25th of January.

To

find

out

more

or

to

sign

up

please

visit

www.stchadsromiley.co.uk/tryalpha

or

email

will@stchadsromiley.co.uk.

Our Tuesday morning prayer group has restarted.
LifeCentre.

Everyone is very welcome to come and join.

This group meets at 11:15am each week at the

We are looking for two new volunteers to take on the role of emptying and banking the money from the
Children's Society boxes that many people in church have.

Marilyn Gregory and Julie Earith have

faithfully served in this capacity for a while and are now looking to step down.

If you feel like this is something you would be interested in, please speak with either Marilyn or Julie.

For more information on what the Children's Society do plese click here.

All of our mid week kids and youth groups are starting back week beginning 17th January.

SchoolsOUT - Mondays @ 3:30-4:45pm in the Guywood Centre. For Children in reception and up.

BreakOUT - Tuesdays @ 6:00-7:30pm in the Guywood Centre. For children in year 4 and up.

HangOUT - Thursdays @ 7.00-9.00pm in the Guywood. For Years 7 and up all the ways to Year 13.

New Wine & August Bank Holiday – Save the Dates
Last summer we had an amazing time with our weekend joining in with NewWine’s United Breaks Out.
This year I am delighted that we are fully planning on returning to Peterborough for NewWine United
(https://www.new-wine.org/events/united22/). As St Chads we will be going to United B (29th July to 3rd
August) and would love you to join us.

Following the success of our weekend ‘at home’ together we also want to re-create something similar next

year and so we are starting to plan for a special festival weekend together for the August Bank Holiday
weekend. We are still at the planning stage, so the key thing now is to say Save the date! (August 26th29th).
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