
Dear Church Family, 
  
For me personally it feels like March has disappeared as quickly as January dragged on, maybe lots of
sunshine makes time move faster.   It’s been a really full month, with many encouragements and its fair
share of challenges.   As a family we celebrated Luke’s 18th birthday and Puffin’s arrival, both have
brought a lot of joy.  A highlight for me this month has been teaching the Inner Life Course, I must admit I
feel ambushed by the Holy Spirit on this one!  I set out to bring together some material that I’ve taught in
various places over the years, as it approached I realised whilst praying that the Lord wanted to use it to
really help many move on as disciples of Jesus.   I have loved having so many folk there and as I’ve
written it I have really sensed God guiding me and inspiring me and bringing things together in a fresh way
personally.  If you haven’t been able to join us for the course this time, ask those who have been part of it
to share with you what they’ve learned and I’m sure I’ll be teaching it again in the future.   
  
A key feature of March has been preparation for April, with two big events coming up.  Our Vision Sunday
and APCM this Sunday, which always takes a lot of work to bring together, along with the annual report
and then Easter.   Whilst Journey to Hope was beautiful last year, it’s 3 years since we’ve celebrated
Easter together and so I know it will be a special time across all our services to rejoice at what Jesus did
for us. 
  
We have also been working through the content of the strategic review which Andy Bagwell undertook for
us in January. The Review team have been working with me to look at ways to implement Andy’s
reflections and we shared these with the PCC this month.  There are a lot of areas of church life for us to
look at and we’ll be sharing some first steps on Sunday.  
  
April also brings an end of an era with Jan Anthony stepping down from her role on staff at St Chads after
28 years of serving us all.  What a blessing she has been, so faithful, professional and efficient in her work
through the many changes she’s seen over 3 decades, but above all her love for each member of St
Chads shines through all she does.  We will really miss her on the staff team, but delighted that she and
Chris will still be part of our church family. 
  
There will be lots more to share on Sunday, so remember to be there for 10am for breakfast. 



Vision Sunday - Sunday 3rd April 2022 
10.00am Church Family Breakfast 
10.30am Vision Sunday & APCM 

EVERYONE is invited to Vision Sunday.  We will start at 10.00am with breakfast of pastries, coffee and
tea (and juice).  This will be a lovely chance for both congregations to spend time together post lockdown. 

At 10.30am we will come together to worship and take communion together as family.  Richard will then
be looking back over some highlights of the last year and sharing the vision for Chads.  After communion
the children will be watching a film in the church lounge (and finishing the pastries!).  That Sunday is also
the time for the APCM where we will be voting for Wardens and PCC members for the coming year. 

Please do come along; young and old, new people and people who have worshiped at Chads for fifty
years or more.  There is something special about being all together.   

Maundy Thursday 
7pm Celebration of the Last Supper - This is a beautiful quiet service where we share the Lord’s supper
together in groups around tables.  We’ll walk through Jesus’ teaching from the Last supper and worship
will be led from the piano. 

Good Friday 
10am Experience Easter  (LifeCentre cafe) - We want to help our children to grasp what Jesus did for
them in a way that is engaging and accessible.   This informal service will be sitting in family groups,
learning, praying and worshipping together, more of a shared experience than a service.  

2pm An hour at the Cross - Time and space to stop, be still and grateful as we reflect on Jesus giving up
his life.  We will be asking a range of speakers to share something personal to them to help us together
reflect on Jesus’ death. 

7pm Easter Unplugged - For those who have experienced Christmas Unplugged, the idea is to unplug
from the world and to have a stripped back (semi-acoustic) worship space to engage with the Cross.  This
service is primarily about sung worship more than teaching.

Easter Sunday 
Our Easter Sunday services are one of the highlights of the year, such a joyful time of celebration. 



9.15am Easter Communion  -  in many ways similar to our regular 9.15am service, but we will enjoy
having Bishop Mark with us and this service includes coming to God again to commit ourselves to being
his disciples by re-affirming our baptism vows together, before raising the roof joyfully singing  ’Thine be
the glory’. 

11am Easter Celebration  - We lift the roof again in praise and celebration that Jesus is Alive.   Full
immersion baptisms, Bishop Mark confirming (inviting the Spirit to fill those who are taking the plunge and
prophesying together over them) and some family fun too. 

Everything held over Easter will be in Church with the exception of Easter Experience which will be held in
the LifeCentre cafe.

After nearly 28 years of service to St Chads, Jan will be retiring at the end of April.  Jan started work as
the Church Administrator in 1994; the year Nelson Mandela became president of South Africa, the UK
National Lottery started and Love is All Around by Wet Wet Wet was the best-selling song of the year! 

Over those years Jan has worked with the most servant heart and wonderful smile to help all of those
around her. I am sure you all have memories of some of those things and would like to share these and
your thanks with Jan.   There are numerous ways to enable you to do this. 

We have started a collection for Jan to buy her a present from church family.   To do this you can

Make a bank transfer 
Sort Code 08 92 99 
Account Number 65874394 
Account Name St Chads PCC 
Ref: Jan Retirement
Cheque payable to St Chads PCC
Cash

Cheques and cash can be placed in the box at the back of church. 

No card can fit all of your wishes in so there will be a leaving book for you to write in on Sundays, the
LifeCentre in the week or email to office@stchadsromiley.co.uk and we will stick them in. 

On Sunday 1st May we will be saying our thank yous to Jan – please do join us that day if you are able.   If
you have any pictures of Jan over the years please do let us have a copy.  Please email or give to us at
the church offices.

mailto:office@stchadsromiley.co.uk


This month our Mission Partner is Glo Church in Offerton.   St Chad’s connection with Glo is through
Sharon and Spencer Hogg who were part of the team that planted Glo back in 2010. 

Glo Church plays an active role in their community in a number of ways as they seek to extend God’s
kingdom in Offerton ranging from working in local primary schools, youth groups, family baking projects,
community meals and much more! 

Prayer points: 

- Park Primary School - for the re-start of school assemblies and an after school club; for the right people
to come on board and help and for openness from the school.
- Glo Youth group - for God to continue to meet with them and work in their hearts as they continue their
journey with him.
- Cakes and Bakes - for more families to engage with the project and relationships to deepen and
wisdom to know how best to develop the project further.
- Easter Services - for families they have connection with to come.

This week: 

Inner Life - Wed 23rd Mar 7:30pm in Church 

We will be continuing with Whole Church Discipleship courses after Easter.  These will include:

Activating prophecy
Hearing your Call
Spiritual Accompaniment
Parenting for Faith (Under 10s)
Talking Jesus

 More details to follow.



Thank you so much to everyone that has contributed to our Food Provision project in partnership with
Cherry Tree.  Your donations are making a huge difference to families in need in our community. 

We change the shopping list each month.  
Our 5 food items for April are: 

Tinned meat 
Tinned fruit 
Soup (not tomato!) 
Semi skinmed long life milk 
Biscuits 

Please note the LifeCentre will be closed from Saturday 2nd April until Wednesday 20th April.   The
Church offices are physically closed during this period as well.   If you need to contact a staff member,
please email them.  Staff contact details can be found here.
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