
Dear Church family, 

I want to join us all in congratulating Will on his new post as vicar of St.Lawrence, Biddulph, which was 
announced last Sunday.   We will greatly miss Will, Rachel, Beth and Dan being part of St Chads, but 
they’re not leaving yet and there will be plenty of time to enjoy them being with us, please pray for them as 
times of transition can be challenging.  

I was uplifted and deeply moved in each of our Easter services, there was just so many aspects of Easter 
this year that were so special and I headed off on holiday with a heart full of joy and gratitude.  Since 
Easter I’ve been hearing similar reports from other church leaders around the country, people amazed by 
a renewed hunger for God, baptisms, people coming to know Jesus, people returning to church.  I believe 
something has shifted in our nation, (not just spring weather) and whilst I know there is still plenty to 
lament, for many reasons this is a season of encouragement and engagement.  We are looking forward to 
sharing more stories of God changing lives in the coming weeks. 

It is also a season to seek God for vision and we are getting underway with that and we begin with prayer. 
Next Wednesday, we are having our day of prayer, fasting and listening to God, which is a key starting 
point for our vision listening process.  Attached to this email is a short document with more details.  We 
will be praying through the day on 4th May and would love as many of our church family as possible to 
join with us in that.  We are seeing the fruit of devoting ourselves to prayer back in October and I know 
that day will be significant in the life of St Chads. 

Having had a wonderful time teaching through the life of Peter in the gospels from January to April, we are 
going to carry on with Peter but in a very different way.  This Sunday we are starting a new preaching 
series on 1 Peter, a letter written by Peter towards the end of his life, to Christians facing real 
challenges. The heart of the letter is a call to holiness and discipleship, Bishop Graham describes it as 
‘The best letter for you to start with on discipleship’. I found this intro video into 1 Peter really helpful. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhP7AZQlzCg&t=88s 

In springtime all sorts of things burst into bloom.   We are launching our next round of ‘Whole Church 
Discipleship’ short courses which begin in mid-May and Molly’s teaching sessions on ‘Later Life Issues’ 
will be returning after the Pandemic.  As things burst into bloom, we also consider the summer, as well as 
NewWine United (have you booked yet?) there is also Festival Manchester, run by tour mission partner 
the Message Trust in early July and some other exciting ventures.   

One particular thing to mention here, which we will come back to is urgent need for people to serve on 
team at NewWine United, if you are thinking of going, or wanting to go but also considering the cost, then 
serving on a team is an excellent way to be part of the event, serve God’s people and get a free-of-charge 
or half price ticket. 

http://%20https//www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhP7AZQlzCg&t=88s%C2%A0


Following on from the success of Whole Church Discipleship last term, we are excited to be launching our
Summer Term Courses. 

This term we have: 
Spiritual Accompaniment 
Talking Jesus 
Hearing your call 
Parenting in Faith 0-12yrs 

The easiest way to access sign up for the course is via the Events Page on our website. You only have to
sign up to the first date of each course to register for the whole course, ChurchSuite automatically sorts
the rest!   Alternatively, you can sign up in the My Events section of My ChurchSuite or use the sign up
form on the back page of the Whole Course Booklet. 

For full details of each course follow the link to the booklet - Whole Church Discipleship. 

If you have any problems signing up, please do get in touch with the office.

This spring we are seeking God as a church for his vision for St Chads and this begins in prayer. We want
to be led by the Spirit and hear from the Spirit what God is saying to his church. On Wednesday 4th May
we are inviting you to join in with our day of prayer, fasting and listening, which will be centred on asking
God to speak to us about vision. 

There are a number of ways you can engage with the day. 

1. Join us for one of our prayer gatherings through the day.
2. Come and spend some time alone in Sanctuary at the Life Centre, praying and
listening to God.
3. Fasting as an act of consecrating ourselves to God in seeking him.

4. Setting aside time in your day to stop, pray and listen wherever you are.
5. Joining with other members of the St Chads family during the day to pray together and listen 
to God.

https://www.stchadsromiley.co.uk/gatherings/events/
https://mcusercontent.com/9965a87741e576af331003884/files/ee8aa0ba-49ce-b333-eb37-f33d9c43d619/Course_booklet_SUMMER_2022.01.pdf


Prayer gatherings. 
There will be opportunities through the day to come together to pray and listen to God. 
• 7.30am - on Zoom (Link here or use Meeting ID: 893 4830 1316 Passcode: 421801)
• 9-10am - in Sanctuary
• 1-2pm - in Sanctuary
• 7.30-8.45pm - in Church

Sanctuary 
Our prayer room Sanctuary will be open from 10am to 4pm for personal prayer (and the lunch gathering)
There will be resources available for you to listen to God and share what you believe he is saying to us. If
you would like to access Sanctuary outside the LifeCentre opening times, please contact the church
office. 

Fasting 
The Bible calls us to fast when seeking God and for many centuries God’s people have found it a
remarkable way to draw nearer to God. We would love to encourage you to fast that day, in whatever way
is appropriate for you as an act of prayer and consecrating ourselves to God. What and how you fast is
between you and God. 

Sharing Prophetic words 
As God’s children we are all designed to hear his voice. Whether you’ve just arrived in St Chads or been
here for decades, whether you’re young or old, whether you are confident in listening to God, or find that
scary, please know that God wants to speak through you for his church, so do listen to him and share
everything you believe he’s given you. We will gather all that is shared with us and look at it all together to
look for consistent themes, so the more we have, the more we can discern what God is saying.

Later Life Issues (LLI) has been running since 2013, but had to stop because of Lockdown. Recently there
have been a few requests to resume. It aims to foster the continuing spiritual life, growth and fruitfulness
of older people. It is not a course as such, but a series of one-off sessions, helping people to address
issues that older people (post retirement) commonly face. 

Most of these are issues that Christians can face at any stage of life, such as loss, disappointment and
loneliness, but the details can vary. Meetings consist of some input and discussion all together and some
group work. As such, it offers some pastoral care for one another as people share their experiences. 

LLI meets in the Guywood Centre on the second Thursday of each month, 10.00 – 12 noon, starting
on 12 May.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89348301316?pwd=U0lpMmFpdzVKY0NtUHZaM1l5THgzZz09#success


Over the last few years a group from our church family have had some fabulous weeks/weekends away
together in the Lake District. Bassenfell is a beautiful Manor House and grounds – take a look
https://www.bassenfell.org.uk. 

We have tended to go twice a year, once in August (week) and once in November (weekend).   The
summer trip is organised by Liz and Frank Moseley (a huge thank you to them for this).  There are still
some spaces for the week in August (Monday 29th to Friday 2nd September).   The costs are inclusive of
meals, snacks and evening entertainment: 
Adults and teens 16+ £175 
Children (4-16) £75.00 

If you are interested in going please give Jane a call at the Church Office 0161 430 4652.  
Communication about the weekend November trip will be sent out in a few months’  time but the date will
be November 4th - 6th.

Thank you so much to everyone that has contributed to our Food Provision project in partnership with
Cherry Tree. Your donations are making a huge difference to families in need in our community. 

Our 5 food items for April are: 
Tinned meat 
Tinned fruit 
Soup (not tomato!) 
Semi skinmed long life milk 
Biscuits

https://www.bassenfell.org.u/
https://www.bassenfell.org.u/


- Park Primary School - for the re-start of school assemblies and an after school club; for the right people
to come on board and help and for openness from the school.
- Glo Youth group - for God to continue to meet with them and work in their hearts as they continue their
journey with him.
- Cakes and Bakes - for more families to engage with the project and relationships to deepen and
wisdom to know how best to develop the project further.

This month our Mission Partner is Glo Church in Offerton.  St Chad’s connection with Glo is through 
Sharon and Spencer Hogg who were part of the team that planted Glo back in 2010.  Glo Church plays an
active role in their community in a number of ways as they seek to extend God’s kingdom in Offerton
ranging from working in local primary schools, youth groups, family baking projects, 
community meals and much more! 

Prayer points: 
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